
T h i n k  b a c k  t o  t h e  b i b l e  w h e r e  t h e  e n e m y  t r i e d  t o  k i l l  o f f  M o s e s  a n d
J e s u s  a s  a  b a b y .  T h e  e n e m y  h a s  b e e n  a f t e r  c h i l d r e n  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  a n d
t o d a y  i t  i s  a  b l a t a n t  a t t a c k  o n  t h e  m i n d s  o f  o u r  y o u t h .  T h i s  i s  o u r  n e x t
g e n e r a t i o n !  I f  w e  d o  n o t  s t e p  i n  t o  t e a c h  t h e m  w h o  t h e y  a r e  i n  C h r i s t ,
t h e n  t h e  w o r l d  w i l l  t e a c h  t h e m  w o r l d l y  i d e n t i t y  a n d  w e  s e e  w h a t  t h a t
l o o k s  l i k e .  W h e n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  g e n e r a t i o n ,  i t  c a n  b e  d a u n t i n g  a s  w e
s e e  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s .  I f  o n l y  a  s m a l l  s e e d  i s
p l a n t e d  t h e n  i t  i s  a l l  w o r t h  i t !  T h e s e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  s o  m u c h  t o  o f f e r ,  b u t
t h e y  c a n n o t  s e e  i t  r i g h t  n o w .  W e  c a n n o t  s i t  b a c k  a n d  t h i n k  s o m e o n e  e l s e
w i l l  h e l p  t h e m . . . w e  a r e  c a l l e d  t o  t e a c h  t h i s  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n ,  n o t  o n l y
w i t h  w o r d s ,  b u t  o u r  a c t i o n s .

C h i l d r e n ' s  b r a i n s  d e v e l o p  c o n n e c t i o n s  f a s t e r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  7  y e a r s  t h a n  a t
a n y  o t h e r  t i m e  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  f o r
l e a r n i n g ,  h e a l t h  a n d  b e h a v i o r  t h r o u g h o u t  l i f e  a r e  l a i d  d o w n .  W h a t  a g e
g r o u p  a r e  y o u  s e e i n g  t h e  m o s t  e v i l  i n f l u e n c e  t o d a y . . . t o d d l e r s  t h r o u g h
e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l !  

W e  n e e d  b o l d  p a r e n t s  t o  s t a n d  u p  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o r r u p t i o n  a n d  l i e s  f e d  t o
o u r  c h i l d r e n .  W e  n e e d  s p i r i t u a l  m o m s  a n d  d a d  t o  s t e p  i n  a n d  t o  p r o t e c t
t h e s e  c h i l d r e n .  H o w  d o  w e  d o  t h a t ?  W e  m u s t  b u i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d
s p e n d  t i m e  m e n t o r i n g  a n d  d i s c i p l i n g  t h e m !  T h a t ' s  w h a t  w e  d o  a t  N E L A
Y o u t h .  W e  b u i l d  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  b y  i n v e s t i n g  t i m e
w i t h  t h e m  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  I t ' s  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  t r u s t  s o  w e  c a n  s p e a k  l i f e
o v e r  t h e m  a n d  t e a c h  t h e m  w h o  t h e y  a r e  i n  C h r i s t !

M a n y  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w e  d e a l  w i t h  a r e  m o s t l y  s i n g l e  m o m  h o m e s  a n d  i t
c a n  g e t  o v e r w h e l m i n g  f o r  t h e m .  W e  s e e  t h e m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  s u r v i v e ,  s o
w e  s t e p  i n  t o  s h o w  t h e m  t h e r e  i s  s o  m u c h  m o r e  i n  t h i s  l i f e !  I t  i s  t r u l y  a
m i n d s e t  o f  b o n d a g e  t h a t  m u s t  b e  b r o k e n .  W e  m u s t  r i s e  u p  a n d  s t e p  o u t
o f  o u r  c o m f o r t  z o n e s .  S o ,  g o  b e  t h e  h a n d s  a n d  f e e t  o f  J e s u s  a n d  w a t c h
w h a t  H e  w i l l  d o  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y !  D o  y o u  w a n t  c h a n g e ?  T h e n  b e  t h e
c h a n g e !

G O  b u i l d  t h e  K i n g d o m !  A n d r e a  G r e e r

W H A T  I S  O U R  W H Y ?

Our mission is to empower
youth to pursue their God-
given potential and step
into their Kingdom calling.
Our hearts burn to see
youth truly know who
they are in Christ and
awaken them to the
greatness inside of them.
We claim generational
chains of poverty, teen
pregnancy, addiction, and
abuse to be broken in the
name of Jesus!

J U L Y  2 0 2 3

OUR AMAZING TEAM
Board of Advisors:
Bryan Jones (President/Business
Advisor)
Bryan Ponsell (Vice
President/Pastoral Advisor)
Mandy Brakefield (Deliverance
Advisor)
Alexi Markou (Evangelism Advisor)
Kassie Ponsell (Family Advisor)
Andrea Greer (Founder) 

Youth Prayer Partners:
Laura Fields, Stephanie Jones,
Brittany & Josh Hatten, Bryan &
Kassie Ponsell, Jamie Berry, Mickie
Jones, Bryan Jones, Ainsley Makou,
Alexi Markou, Andrea Greer



D a r y o n ,  F a t m a n ,  J e r i m y a ,  V J  &  G e o r g e

H A P P Y  B I R T H D A Y

J u n e ' s  y o u t h  o u t r e a c h  l e f t  u s  h e a r t b r o k e n .  I  a s k e d  3 0  k i d s  w h a t  t h e y  w a n t  t o  b e  w h e n  t h e y  g r o w
u p  a n d  o n l y  f o u r  h a d  a  d r e a m .  I  h e a r d  t h i n g s  l i k e ,  " s i t  o n  t h e  c o u c h " ,  " n o t h i n g " ,  " p l a y  v i d e o
g a m e s "  a n d  e v e n  " j o i n  a  g a n g " .  I  h a d  t o  s t e p  b a c k  a n d  a s k  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o  k i d s  d r e a m i n g  b i g .
H o w  w o u l d  t h e y  k n o w  i f  t h e y  d o  n o t  s e e  i t ?  T h e  h e a r t b r e a k  c o m e s  b e c a u s e  w e  s e e  t h e  g r e a t n e s s
t h e s e  k i d s  c a r r y ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  n o  d r i v e  t o  d o  b e t t e r .  W e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  p o s s i b l e  t o
h e l p  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  d r e a m  b i g  a n d  s t e p  i n t o  w h a t  t h e  L o r d  h a s  f o r  t h e m .  W e  h a v e  a l r e a d y
s c h e d u l e d  g u e s t  s p e a k e r s  t o  c o m e  i n  t o  g i v e  t h e m  i d e a s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  t o  d r e a m  b i g !  W e
k n o w  t h i s  i s  a  s p i r i t u a l  b a t t l e  o v e r  t h i s  g e n e r a t i o n ,  s o  w e  a s k  y o u  t o  j o i n  u s  i n  p r a y e r  t h a t  o t h e r
a n o i n t e d  l a b o r e r s  w o u l d  r i s e  u p  t o  p l a n t  a n d  w a t e r  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  g r o w  i n
w h o  G o d  c r e a t e d  t h e m  t o  b e .

T H E R E  M U S T  B E  S O L U T I O N S !

N E L A  Y O U T H  N E E D S
Food donations (pizza, snacks, waters, etc.) for every first Saturday of

the month Youth Outreach.

Bible crafts and give-aways

Financial donations

DONATE AT
NELAYOUTH.ORG 

NELA YOUTH, INC.
PO Box 3095

West Monroe, LA 71294
 

nelayouth@gmail.com
318.267.8221

 
 
 
 

Sign up for our newsletter
at nelayouth.org

 

HIGHLIGHTS:
J u n e  o u t r e a c h  w e  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  i d e n t i t y  a n d  n o t  c o m p a r i n g ,  a s  w e l l  a s
b e i n g  c o n n e c t e d  t o  o t h e r s  w h o  w i l l  b e  a  g o o d  i n f l u e n c e ,  n o t  t h o s e  w h o
t r y  t o  g e t  y o u  t o  d o  b a d  t h i n g s .  W e  a l s o  t a l k e d  a b o u t  h o w  G o d  h a s  g r e a t
t h i n g s  f o r  t h e m !  S u m m e r  i s  k i c k i n g  o f f  w i t h  l o t s  o f  o u t i n g s  a n d  h o m e
v i s i t s .  W e  a r e  h a v i n g  f u n  c e l e b r a t i n g  b i r t h d a y s  a s  w e l l !  W e  c u r r e n t l y
h a v e  4 7  k i d s  a n d  g r o w i n g .  W e  a l w a y s  n e e d  v o l u n t e e r s !


