IT’S NOT INNOCENT

As Halloween draws near, | feel compelled to address an important issue regarding children's
safety. Is it truly harmless to engage with a Ouija board, even if it seems innocent to you? Is
watching horror movies without any harmful intentions acceptable? While your motives may seem
pure, these activities often have dark origins and can lead to unforeseen consequences. Today's
youth are fascinated by the supernatural, yet they frequently associate it with malevolence. A film
that appears innocent, featuring witches, might spark a child's curiosity and encourage them to
explore spells. |, too, ventured into this realm as a child, oblivious to the potential dangers. It is
vital that we safeguard the children in our care from such influences, guiding them away from
these practices. In my family, we choose to have worship nights on the 31st, emphasizing the
presence of the HOLY GHOST over that of ghosts.

The origins of Halloween trace back further than the ninth century when All Saints Day was
established, linking back to the Celtic festival of Samhain. The Celts, ruled by various kings, were
influenced by the Druids, a secretive and often malevolent priestly group known for their use of
terror, sorcery, and witchcraft. The Druids' key religious observance was the worship of Samhain,
the Lord of the Dead, on October 31st, the eve of the Celtic New Year. They believed this night
allowed for the closest connection between the spirit and human worlds. While some contend that
Halloween has Christian roots, its history is much older and remains tied to paganism.

The enemy's intentions are anything but innocent, and if he can mask something as harmless to
introduce more darkness into the world, he will certainly do so. That is his strategy. Regardless of
how benign it may seem, participating in a celebration intended to welcome the dead into our lives
remains at the core of Halloween — evil and witchcraft. The Bible tells us that he has come to
deceive the entire world and disguises himself as an angel of light. Many interpretations of that
verse highlight his tendency to "masquerade,” pretending to be something he's not in order to
mislead us. He will utilize any means necessary, including a seemingly innocent holiday for most,
to accomplish this.

"Take no part in the fruitless works of darkness; rather expose them." - Ephesians 5:11

Expose the dark and walk in the light! - Andrea G. Jones

Our mission is to
empower young people
to embrace their God-
given potential and
fulfill their divine
calling. We are
passionate about
helping them discover
their identity in Christ
and realize the
greatness that lies
within them. This is
achieved through
fostering relationships
and guiding them to
understand the heart
of Christ.

MATTHEW 18:10
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HIGHLIGHTS

During our September outreach we talked
about the heart of God of us, as well as the
story of Noah. We had a blast with our relay
races! Thank you Grace Place for allowing us
to use the building & donating snacks/drinks!

e Congrats to our 3rd Quarter “FRUIT” Rewards
Program winner: Dmya, Laylay, Dmo, VJ,
Fatman, Caiden & RJ. They got treated to a
trip to Surge!

e Congrats to our Fall Boxing scholarship
winners: VJ, Fatman, Dmo, Dmya & Caiden.

e Ahuge THANKYOU to ULM Athletics for
donating season home games tickets for out

kiddos! So much fun!!!

HAPPSY OCT BIRTHDAY

Cece, Laylay, Dmo, Deseree & JaKyrah

HOW YOU CAN HELP

e PRAYERFORTHE KIDS

e Pizza (10-12) donation for our 1st Sat. outreach
¢ Snack size chips & drinks for outings

¢ Financial donations

OCTOBER DEVO

Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither
can you, unless you abide in me. John 15:4

Living for Jesus requires wholehearted devotion,
akin to a branch relying on a vine for sustenance.
This deep connection is emphasized in His words,
"Apart from me you can do nothing" regarding
bearing fruit, and how He chose and appointed us to
bear lasting fruit (John 15:16).

Abiding in Him means following His guidance and
allowing Him to work through us. By surrendering to
His power, Jesus can flow through every part of us,
transforming us to exhibit love, joy, peace, and other
virtues that mirror His character.

As we obey and surrender control to the Lord, our
lives bear fruit that impacts others positively. This
transformation is evident in how we love those
around us.

By letting go of control and yielding to the Lord, we
can produce more fruit to influence those in our
midst.

Let's pray:

Father, forgive me for placing other priorities above my
relationship with you. | seek to abide solely in you and
relinquish all control. Guide me in deepening my
connection with you and reveal the spiritual depths you
have in store. All for your glory! Amen.
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